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Telkom to unveil 4.5G mobile technology at SATNAC 

The wide range of technical topics to be discussed at Africa’s leading ICT conference, SATNAC, will again 
take delegates deep into the future of the information technology sector. 

SATNAC, the annual Southern Africa Telecommunication Networks and Applications Conference, will be 
hosted by Telkom next week, in partnership with sponsors from the industry. This year’s event will be 
held from 4 to 7 September at Fancourt in George under the theme Broadband Evolution – “Unlocking 
the Internet of Things”. 

The access network technologies topics to be presented for discussion will include “Unlocking the 
Fibrenet of Things” and “Getting 5G ready - Understanding 5G as an agile Software-defined Network 
Infrastructure for IOT Applications”. 

SATNAC Chairperson, Mr Alphonzo Samuels, says, “Delegates will benefit from several presentations on 
recent developments in the ICT industry and get a glimpse of what’s to come from the many 
infrastructure suppliers and the network operators participating in the plenary sessions of this, the 19th 
edition, of the conference. 

“SATNAC is known for its capacity to reveal to the public the latest telecommunications developments 
and inventions and this year’s conference will be no exception. Attendees this year can look forward to 
live 4.5G mobile technology, run for the first time in South Africa on Telkom’s licenced spectrum bands,” 
said Samuels. 

On their journey to 5G, Telkom has deployed a LTE three downlink component carrier (3 CC DL) network 
at Fancourt. The network deployed is a commercially live, carrier aggregated 3G and LTE network 
supporting newer generation commercially available devices. 

Attila Vitai, Telkom’s Chief Executive Officer for Consumer Retail, emphasised that this is not a 
demonstration network and that it is the first one deployed by the company in this configuration. This 
technology will remain in operation at Fancourt after the conference. 

“Using commercially available devices Telkom will demonstrate bandwidths in excess of 260Mbit/s to 
smartphones which demonstrates the commitment to implement newer standards and technologies 
once they become commercially available,” said Vitai. 

Although LTE carrier aggregation has already been deployed in Telkom’s mobile network since the launch 
of LTE-A, the operator’s intention is to start enabling carrier aggregation across frequency bands going 
forward as part of the network evolution towards 4.5 and 5G networks. 

“4.5G is a natural evolution of the 3GPP standards and enables operators to protect their investment by 
using existing infrastructure and spectrum, to offer higher data rates and improved user experience using 
commercially available devices,” said Vitai. 

Visitors at the conference will be the first to experience mobile data download speeds greater than those 
that are currently commercially available via LTE and LTE-A and get a feel for what the anticipated 5G 
technology will bring in the near future. 



“In addition, panels comprising some of the industry’s most authoritative minds on regulatory and 
governance issues, will engage in discussions that are increasingly under the national and global spotlight. 
These too are bound to be followed closely,” said Samuels. 

Registration for this year’s conference is still open and can be done through the conference website: 
www.satnac.org.za. The SATNAC Organising Committee urges all interested delegates to register as soon 
as possible as accommodation is limited. 
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ABOUT TELKOM: 

Telkom is a leading communications services provider in South Africa. We had consolidated operating 
revenue of R37.3 billion and normalised profit after tax of R4,052 million for the year ended 31 March 
2016. Total assets amounted to R46.8 billion and equity attributable to the owners of Telkom to R26.1 
billion as of 31 March 2016. The group generated normalised free cash flow of R3.9 billion for the year 
ended 31 March 2016. 

As of 31 March 2016, we had approximately 3.2 million telephone access lines in service and 1,077,939 
ports connected via MSAN access. We offer business, residential and payphone customers a wide range 
of services and products, including: 

• fixed-line retail voice services using PSTN (Public Switched Telephone Network) lines, 
including ISDN (Integrated Services Digital Network) lines, and the sale of subscription based 
value-added voice services and calling plans; 

• fixed-line customer premises equipment rental and sales services both voice and data needs 
and these include PABX, Computers, Routers, Modems, Telephone handsets and other 
ancillary equipment; 

• interconnection services, including terminating and transiting traffic from South African mobile 
operators, as well as from international operators and transiting traffic from mobile to 
international destinations; 

• fixed-line data services, including domestic and international data transmission services, such 
as point-to-point leased lines, ADSL (Asymmetrical Digital Subscriber Line) services, packet-
based services, managed data networking services and internet access and related 
information technology services; 

• Data Centre Operations includes e-commerce, application service provider, hosting, data 
storage, e-mail and security services; 

• W-CDMA (Wideband Code Division Multiple Access), a 3G next generation network, including 
fixed voice services, data services and nomadic voice services; 

• mobile communication services, including voice services, data services and handset sales 
through our mobile brand called Telkom Mobile; 

• information and communication services including cloud services, infrastructure services, 
workspace services, global service integration management and hardware and network 
equipment sales locally, in seven African countries, the UK and Dubai through Business 
Connextion Group; and 
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• other services including directory services, through Trudon (Pty) Ltd, wireless data services, 
through Swiftnet (Pty) Ltd. 

• Convergence is one of our key strategic initiatives in building a sustainable future for Telkom. 
We will lead the provision of converged services in South Africa in support of our mission 
statement: Seamlessly connecting people to a better life. 

 


